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FIEMN T 2avear-old Eatsayosh Fuji

shutfled into a Tokvo court on
Awgust Jrd with aorope tied arowmd his
waist, having confessed 1o stabbing o
neighbour, his fate was all bat scaled.
Crimse may be exceedingly low in Japan
but anyone who is prosecuted almaost
inevitably ends up behind bars, The
conviction rate for all prosecutions is %%y
and conlessions — made in police custody
without a lawver present — are almaost as
commen. Bul on this occasion, for the
first time singe P93, citizens from outside
the legal profession stood in judgment of
Mr Fujii, alongside professional judges.
These “lay judges™ nod only help determine
inmecence o gult but punishiment
tos. They can even order the death penalty,
thouagh B Fujii got 15 vears,
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